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MEDIA ADVISORY

DATE: 08.19.03

WHAT: LEADERS GATHER TO FOCUS ATTENTION ON COASTAL
LAND LOSS IMPACTS ON LOUISIANA COMMUNITIES

A select group of city, parish and civic leaders will gather at
the America’s WETLAND Community & Culture Summit to
focus on the issue of coastal land loss and the effect it has on
the communities within, which are home to unique cultures
that have given birth to a rich array of art, folklore, music
and literature.  As Louisiana’s coast disappears, the very
existence of these communities is threatened.  The summit
will feature engaging speakers, as well as two panel
presentations titled, “Our Communities Cannot Disappear”
and “Don’t Be a Big Loser; Louisiana Culture at a
Crossroads.”

“We are addressing an issue that ultimately will affect every citizen
of our state, and this summit is timely because some of our
communities are being forced to address the economic, cultural and
environmental losses that will come as our coast vanishes,” says
U.S. Senator Mary Landrieu.

The summit is sponsored by the State of Louisiana, Office of
the Governor, Sen. John B. Breaux, Sen. Mary Landrieu, Rep.
Billy Tauzin, Rep. Richard Baker, Rep. Jim McCrery, Rep.
William J. Jefferson, Rep. Christopher John, Rep. David
Vitter, Rep. Rodney Alexander, Lake Charles Mayor Randy
Roach, the Louisiana Municipal Association, and the Police
Jury Association of Louisiana.

WHO: Speakers will include:
- U.S. Senator Mary Landrieu
- Secretary Jack Caldwell, Louisiana Department of Natural
  Resources
- Mayor C. Ray Nagin, City of New Orleans
- Mayor Randy Roach, City of Lake Charles



WHEN: August 22, 2003
10:00 AM to 1:00 PM (CST)

WHERE: Lake Charles Civic Center
900 Lakeshore Drive
Lake Charles, LA 70601
The Contraband Room

WHY: The America’s WETLAND Summit Series consists of seven summits
that will each bring together a specific audience to address different
issues related to Louisiana’s coastal land loss.  Other AW Summits
include the Science Summit, Sports & Recreation Summit,
Education Summit, Eco-Eco Summit, Technical Summit, and Eco-
Tourism Summit.

Announced by Governor Foster in August 2002 at the annual
meeting of the Southern Governors’ Association, the America’s
WETLAND campaign will raise public awareness and will gain
support for efforts to save coastal Louisiana.  The initiative is
supported by a growing cadre of world, national and state
conservation and environmental organizations and has drawn
private support from businesses that see wetlands protection as a
key to economic growth and sustainability.

To find out more about the America’s WETLAND: Campaign to
Save Coastal Louisiana, visit www.americaswetland.com.
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